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Introduction

[DISCLAIMER: The following is not intended to begaiide to a “kosherbrit milah
(circumcision) ceremony. Please consult with aramreld Rabbi for more information. If you are
a Christian, there are profound questions abouthenegou should circumcise your child, at
least in the Rabbinical sense of the rite. Thisesnust be settled by the Christian parents
through prayer to the Lord Jesus and through ctatsarh with appropriate spiritual advisors.]

Circumcision is performed on the eighth day of the child's, Idaring the day. The day the child
is born counts as the first day, thus if the cksldorn on a Thursday, he is circumcised on the
following Thursday. Keep in mind that a Jewish @@gins at sunset, so if the child is born on a
Thursday evening, he is circumcised the followimigl&y. Circumcisions are performed on
Shabbat, even though they involve the drawing obtlwhich is ordinarily forbidden on this
day. The commandment to circumcise is found in GisriE7:10-14 and Leviticus 12:3.

The wordb’rit means covenant and the wondah means to cut. Ritual circumcision is the
covenant God established with the Jewish peopteigtr the commandment of circumcision.
Note that according to Jewislalakhah,circumcision performed by a regular physician doats
qualify as a validrit milah, regardless of whether a rabbi says a blessingiguscause the
removal of the foreskin is considered a religiatisat that must be performed by someone
religiously qualified.

What You'll Need
The following is a list of items which you will né¢o prepare for the ceremony:

Kosher sweet red wine.

A kiddush cup.

A Pillow and pillow case (for the baby on thadak’s knees).

Two chairs — one for the sandek and the otheiEigah.”

A small table next to the chairs (for the mosi@listruments, an extra diaper, some
Vaseline and some gauze).

arwnE

It is ideal have a minyan (ten Jewish men ovelathe of 13 years) present. It is also a common
custom to have kosher meal after the ceremony.

Special Guests:

* Mohel- The official who performs the rite of circumcisio

» Sandek- The man who holds the baby during the brit m{liad, the “godfather”).
» Sandek Sheint The man who holds the baby during the namingroeny.

» Kisei Eliyahu-- A man to put the baby down on the chair ofdtipefore the brit.




Hebrew for Christians Abbreviated Circumcision Guide

The Greeting

Everyone attending the Brit Milah should be pres#rthe location of the ceremony. When the
infant is brought into the room, everyone exclaims:

|37 M3

“Blessed is he who comes!”

The Mohel then recites the following passage (Nusp8:10-12):

MbRY YTOR MM 73T
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“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Phineltesson of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
priest, hath turned my wrath away from the childoéisrael, while he was zealous for my sake
among them, that | consumed not the children afelsin my jealousy. Wherefore say, Behold, |
give unto him my covenant of peace.”
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Elijah’s Chair

The seats are now arranged — one for the Sandelqgttier for “Elijah.” The baby is first placed
on the “Chair of Elijah” by the man designated Kigdiyahu, and the Mohel says:

2585 07 X237 7OR DY Re3T M)

“This is the throne of Elijah the prophet, whoésnembered for good.”

At the Brit Milah, a special chair, called Kiseiifhhu ha-Navi (Chair of Elijah) is designated
for Elijah the Prophet. In some communities a regehair is used and covered with a special
cloth embroidered with the name “Elijah the Prophelormally, the baby is placed on the
Chair of Elijah at the beginning of the circumcisigtual, and then on the knees of the sandek.




Hebrew for Christians Abbreviated Circumcision Guide

Mohel's Preliminary Recitation

The baby is usually moved to the sandek’s kneethentllohel then recites the following verses
of Scripture:

I R
“I wait for your salvation, O LORD.” (Gen. 49:18)
PIGY PO NPT YN? mdt

“I hope for your salvation, O LORD, and | do yownemandments.” (Psalm 119:166)

239001 Y Sy TInY 07 R M7 AMaT IR N

“O Elijah messenger of covenant, behold yours i hefore you;
stand at my right and assist me” (A Rabbinicalestant).

I IOV R

“I hope for your salvation, O LORD.” (Psalm 119:)166
37 524 Rginp A0TROY D oY

“I rejoice at your word like one who finds greabgdp (Psalm 119:162)
SWon TR TN 30k 37 oy
“Great peace have those who love your law; notbang make them stumble.” (Psalm 119:165)

IS0 1YW 2P TN U

“Happy is the man You choose and bring near to dwéfour courts.” (Psalm 65:5a[h])

All present complete this verse by saying:

77270 IR M3 w3 1y
“may we be sated with the blessings of Your ho¥seyr holy temple.” (Psalm 65:5b[h])
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The Father’s Statement of Intent

When the Mohel is ready to perform the circumcistba baby’s father says:
iRy my nisn oR% 1Im 1M 0T
M3 nR 5m% 7ian xYian

“Behold, | am prepared and ready to perform thetpesmitzvah that the Creator has
commanded me, may He be blessed, to circumciseomy s

The Mohel then recites:
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“Said the Holy One, blessed be He to our fatherahbm, Walk before Me and be perfect.
Behold, | am prepared and ready to perform thetipesinitzvah that the Creator has
commanded me, may He be blessed, to circumcise.”
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The Circumcision

The baby is now put on the Sandek’s knees (atopiltbe/).
The Mohel says:
R2w7 725 WwIo8 MM Ay 3
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“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the uns&rwho has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us regarding circumcisio

During the circumcision itself, the father recites:

PR 720 WIoR M ANy I3
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“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the uns&rwho has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us to bring him intodtienant of Abraham our father.”

All present respond with:
o' 0YRERSY 1EnSY NG 0397 13 ,NM32% 010N ouD PN

“Amen! Just as he has entered into the covenamhagohe enter into the study of Torah, the
marriage canopy, and the performance of good deeds.
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The Blessings

After the circumcision, the baby is held by a gu&sbther guest (or the Mohel) fills the cup of
wine and recites the blessing:

PR TR WIoR M ANy 73
12i7 M1 X2

“Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, King of the uns&rCreator of the fruit of the vine.”

[A drop of wine may be put into the child’s moutteathe blessing.]

All respond with:

TN

Note: Additional blessings may be said at this ti®ee a Siddur for more information.
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Giving of the Name

Keriat hashem

The Mohel says:
[Note: This is abbreviated]

SRRDY TARG A17 795 R o AR moR] Mo

. (baby’s father's Hebrew name) 12 (baby’s Hebrew name) i?&'lW":! ﬁmg? RPN
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A1 Bﬁﬂg ]IQEU Nl (baby’s father's Hebrew name) 12 (baby’s Hebrew name)

“Our God and the God of our fathers, preservechikl for his father and for his mother, and
may his name be called in Israel (baby’s Hebrewea)asun of (father’'s Hebrew name). O give
thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because liscynendureth for ever. O give thanks unto
the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy entldmetever! (Baby’'s Hebrew name) son of
(father’'s Hebrew name), may this little one becareat.”

All respond with:
oL opEn%y N5y mMinG 039 13 ,N"M3a% 01N ouD

“Just as he has entered into the covenant, so mayter into the study of Torah, the marriage
canopy, and the performance of good deeds.”
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Blessing of the Child

The Mohel then blesses the child:

T2 NN T2 NI 3pYT PO OTYaN RRaR 713y n
, (baby’s father’'s Hebrew name) ]'.'1 (baby’s Hebrew name) ‘ﬂfﬂgfj B
2% 0103w M3y SY AR 35 nSuM
o oyn neno1 minG 01 13,025 o1on oY
]th tﬂf;x'ﬂ:
“May He who blessed our fathers Abraham, Isaac,Jawob bless the tender child just
circumcised, (baby’s Hebrew name) son of (fathelebrew name), and may He send him a
complete recovery because he has entered intmtlemant. Just as he has entered into the

covenant, so may he enter into the study of Tdrehmarriage canopy, and the performance of
good deeds. And let us say, Amen.”

All respond with:

T

The Brit Milah concludes with:

Prayer by the father for the son
Ribboni Shel Olam

Aleinu

Mourner’s Kaddish

After this, a festive meal is eaten and everyorshes the parents a hearty “Mazal Tov!”

| =7ty ‘o1
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Pidyon HaBen

130 1B

It is customary for a first born male, whose fatbemother are not a Cohen or Levi and who
was not born by C-Section, to undefgiolyon HaBenmeaning “Redemption of the (firstborn)
son.” The ceremony of redeeming the firstborn ogaur the 31st day after birth (Ex. 13:13;
Num. 18:16). When the son has established a ctawability, the father is obligated to
“redeem” him by giving five “shekalim” to a Kohemhis ritual symbolically relieves the child
from service in the priesthood because Jews whdeseendents of Aaron were given the
responsibility in his place (Numbers 3:12-14).

Basically this rite is performed before a Kohen vehthe son is “redeemed” for five shekels of
silver and kiddush is performed. If interested, @dé&abbi for details about this ceremony.

11
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Afterword for Christians

Should Christians be Circumcised?

Traditional Judaism regards circumcision as a ‘itpassage” into covenant relationship with
the LORD, a “giving birth” to a member of Isradietvery family of God. Indeed, according to
some of the Jewish sages, being born and circutheigew is sufficient to warrant a place in the
world to come. But is this the truth? Does circision give a Jew merit before the LORD God
of Israel?

The rite of circumcision predates the giving of Treah to Moses at Sinai, of course, and was
given to Abraham as a sign of separation from hgap past (Gen. 17:10-14). As a literal cut
into the reproductive organ of flesh, it was mdar(intimately) put the mark of the LORD at the
point of contact with the lower “reproductive” neguAs such, it was inherently symbolic, since
no fleshly operation could sever the connectiothefyetser haradrom the loins of man (Gal.
6:8).

The Torah and Prophets confirm this understandiagthe physical rite itself was intended to
signify a spiritual change within a person. Forrapée, “Circumcise, therefore, the foresloh

your heart,and be no more stiff-necked” (Deut. 10:16). Ancizg “Circumcise yourselves to
the Lord, and take away the foreskafs/our heartyou men of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem, lest My fury come forth like fire andrbthat none can quench it, because of the evil
of your doings™ (Jer. 4:4). Thus it is clear frahe Tanakh that “circumcision” was always
intended to be sign of inward transformation rathan an external ritual.

Moses himself provides an interesting case studizxiodus 4:24-26 we read that the LORD
sought to “kill” Moses since he failed to circuneilsis family. What does this mean? It is
evident that no man can see God and live (ExodiZ)3Beut. 34:10), yet Moses is said to have
been able to speak with Gpdnim el-panim “face to face.” In other words, Moses had toidie
order to commune with the LORD. His flesh had td'lodled away” so that he could experience
the Presence of the LORD. To seek God's faceeiglédath sentence of do@sar- our “flesh”

and its ties to the carnal connections with theldvor

Moses was unable to lead the children of Israeltiné land of promise. Rather it was Joshua the
son of Nun - a type of Mashiach - who went overibelan. However, before Israel could enter
the land of promise, they had to be circumciagdinat Gilgal, the entrance to Canaan (Josh.
5:2-9). In Hebrew, "Gilgal" means "to roll,” asnolling off from us “the flesh” or the principle

of lust that governs the lower nature. This seadr@imcision is prophetic of the work of the
Mashiach Yeshua done on our behalf.

12
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The Brit Chadashah reaffirms that true circumcisga matter of inward transformation rather
than mere external ritual:

R DR XY @D WR T R ARD D
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05 R 2297 N7 A% T R 2% qing
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For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly jsioircumcision outward and
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circunuriss a matter of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not frommbut from God.” Romans 2:28-29.

Indeed, true inward circumcision is a matter okarhtransformed by the grace of God given
through the love of the Mashiach Yeshua:

Therefore remember that at one time you w&ogimin the flesh, called "the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcisiarhich is made in the flesh by hands
(Eph. 2:11); [but] in Him also you were circumciseith a circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by ¢ireumcision of the Messiah, having
been buried with Him in baptism, in which you weaiso raised with Him through faith
by the powerful working of God, who raised the Makdrom the dead. And you, who
were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumaidipour flesh, God made alive
together with Him... (Col 2:11-3).

Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Gb&€¢r. 15:50), and those controlled by the
sinful naturglyetzer haraxannot please God (Rom. 8:8). Before coming bdfeed ORD in the
Mishkan (tabernacle), the worshipper had to faeebttazen altar where the smoke of flesh
ascended up in sacrifice. No one could approach@®D apart from the shedding of blood and
the giving up of the flesh.

Yeshua the Mashiach offered His flesh and bloochupe cross as the Sacrifice for the life of
mankind (John 6:51) We cannot approach the LORDt &man His sacrifice on our behalf.

And yet we are identified with His sacrifice - wedo follow Him and count ourselves crucified
with Him (Rom. 6:6). This requires an act of fdifiat effects an inward heart change. We
“reckon ourselves” dead indeed to the flesh (Rontahs$) and thereby put away the deeds of the
flesh (Col. 3:5). We die in order to live. Througtshuvahrepentance) we turn our back forever
on the flesh, take up our cross daily, and folloe Master (Luke 9:23).

13
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Nicodemus was “the teacher of Israel” who cameasha by night to ask about salvation (John
3:1-21). His understanding appears to have bearelgntabbinical, thinking that Yeshua’s
concept of salvation had to do with physical batid ritual circumcision. Yeshua corrected his
faulty thinking by pointing to spiritual birth witimward circumcision as the way to the Father.
The new birth Yeshua spoke of is a birth of “wated of the Spirit.” It is an opening up and
coming alive in the realm of the Spirit.

It takes more than flesh to make one a Jew whalstapproved in God's sight. What more does
it require? It takes walking “in the footsteps loé tfaith that our father Abraham had before he
was circumcised” (Rom. 4:12Db). Just as God chogalfdm before he was circumcised, so
Gentiles who trust as did Abraham “are the reaurircision, who worship by the Spirit of God
and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidendterflesh” (Phil. 3:3). And you are a child of
Abraham, if you are trusting in Yeshua as your 8a{Gal. 3:7).

Should a Christian be circumcised, then? Absolutelyd in fact, if you are uncircumcised you
are lost and will suffer eternally. But this circaision is a spiritual act, performed by the “hands
of the Messiah” and received through an act ohfaitHis love. Indeed, in the coming Messianic
kingdom, Isaiah foretold the time when only circused people would be allowed to enter the
new city of Zion (Isa. 52:1-2). This is a pictureocair future estate with Yeshua as Mashiach ben
David.

But if the question is whether a Christian showdclscumcised in the physical sense, as a
Rabbinical rite that is intended to symbolize irsodun into Israel (i.e., “conversion” to Judaism),
the answer is a resounding “No!” If you have trdsite Yeshua as your Savior you have no need
for any further conversion. You are already “grdfie’ to the Olive Tree of Israel (Rom. 11:17).
Circumcision was not required of the first conveatshe way of Yeshua (cf. Acts 15:1-21; Gal
5:2-4). For Jewish believers in the Mashiach wheetelready been circumcised, there is no
need to become “uncircumcised,” but the Brit Chahdass emphatic that circumcision as a
Rabbinical ritual to effect inclusion into Israslworthless.

In fact, depending on your motivation, the desirbé circumcised can be spiritually damning:

Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept ciraision, the Messiah will be of no
advantage to you. | testify again to every man abaepts circumcision that he is
obligated to keep the whole Torah. You are sevémd Messiah, you who would be
justified by the Torah; you have fallen away fromae. (Gal. 5:2-4)

How so? Did not the LORD institute circumcisionaas“everlasting covenant” (Gen. 17:3)?
Indeed He did, but if someone who is uncircumceseeks to be “justified” by means of the
commandment in the Torah (i.e., ritual acts or wirke is thereby obligated to keep the whole
Torah, and the provision for sacrifice through kheshiach under the terms of the Brit
Chadashah will no longer be in effect (Gal. 3:38§ are justified by trusting in the LORD, and
not by the deeds of the Torah (Rom. 3:20).

14
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The circumcision made “without hands” is an operatf the Holy Spirit Who writes the inner
meaning and truth of the Torah upon our heartse Tircumcision represents the death of the
selfish impulse within our hearts (a miracle if etleere was one!) and is merely prefigured by
the physical ritual as practiced by Rabbinical JsdaEven Moses foresaw that day when the
outer would become inner, as he wrote:

“The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts ahé hearts of your descendants, so
that you may love him with all your heart and wathyour soul, and live” (Deut. 30:6).

God wants us to stop “reproducing in the flesh” badin to reproduce in the Spirit.
Circumcision, then, is a symbol of such inner tfarmeation, a picture of an inner fruitfulness
that only the Holy Spirit can work within us. Itaspicture of grace, a seal of the Spirit, an
identification with the way of the LORD Yeshua, wtomk up His cross and poured out His
heart for us in sacrificial love. Such true circusien is the end of all confidence “in the flesh”
(Phil. 3:3).
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