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Pidyon HaBen

Redemption of the Firstborn Son

ERRE

INTRODUCTION

Originally the firstborn son (bechor) was to be the priest (kohen) of the Jewish family. As
the bechor, he was responsible to offer avodah (sacrifice) on behalf of other family
members. God said "the first issue of every womb among the Israelites is Mine" (Exodus
13:2). Thus firstborn sons were sanctified and obligated to serve as kohanim (priests)
from birth. We see evidence of this in the lives of the early patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac,
and even Jacob, who received the blessing of the firstborn through transfer from Esav.
And because firstborn sons (bechorim) were consecrated as kohanim, during the Exodus
from Egypt God spared them when He issued the 10th makkah (plague) -- the death of
the firstborn.

After the Exodus from Egypt, however, the Israelites committed the grievous Sin of the
Golden Calf, of which only the tribe of Levi was not guilty. Consequently the LORD
decreed that the Levites were to take the place of the firstborn sons of Israel (Num. 3:11-
12). But since a firstborn son is technically a (disqualified) kohen, he had to be
substituted with a kohen from the tribe of Levi, and therefore God required that all
firstborn sons (who were not themselves Levites or Kohens) must be redeemed from

service to God by means of paying five shekels of silver (see Num. 18:15).
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THE PIDYON HABEN CEREMONY

It is customary for a firstborn male (whose father or mother are not a Kohen or Levi) to
undergo Pidyon HaBen, meaning “Redemption of the (firstborn) son.” The ceremony of
redeeming the firstborn occurs on the 31st day after birth (Ex. 13:13; Num. 18:16),
though the ritual cannot be performed on Shabbat because it involves the exchange of
money. When the son has established a claim to viability, the father is obligated to
“redeem” him by giving five “shekalim” to a kohen. This ritual symbolically relieves
the child from service in the priesthood because Jews who are descendants of Aaron

were given the responsibility in his place (Num. 3:12-14).

In the traditional ceremony, the father brings the child to the

kohen and recites a formula (responds to ritual questions)

indicating that this is the mother's firstborn son and he has =
come to redeem him as commanded in the Torah. “

The kohen asks the father which he would rather have, the child or the five silver
shekels which he must otherwise pay. The father declares that he prefers the child to the
money and gives the shekels to the kohen (who holds them over the child and declares

that the redemption price is received and accepted in place in the child).

THE PIDYON HABEN BLESSING

The father then recites two blessings. The first is the Pidyon HaBen blessing:
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Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha'olam,
asher kidshanu b'mitzvotav, ve'tzivanu al Pidyon haben

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe,
Who sanctifies us with His mitzvot, and instructed us
regarding the redemption of a son.
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THE SHEHECHEYANU BLESSING

The father then goes on to recite the “Shehecheyanu” blessing:
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Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha'olam,
Shehhecheyanu vekiyamanu Vehigiyanu lazman hazeh.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe,
Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought us to this season.

The father then gives the coins to the kohen, who blesses the child (with the birkat
Kohanim) and then recites a blessing over a cup of wine (kiddush). A "Seudat Mitzvah"

(festive meal) is then usually eaten.

YESHUA AND THE PIDYON HABEN CEREMONY

The narrative in Luke chapter 2 indicates that Mary and Yosef went up to Jerusalem for
Pidyon haBen ceremony of Yeshua (this was not His brit milah (circumcision), see Luke
2:21) and remained there ten days until it was time for Mary’s purification (40 days after

the birth of a son, as described in Leviticus 12:1-8).

And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called

holy to the Lord") and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law

of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man

was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in

the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
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do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said, "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." And his father and his mother

marveled at what was said about him.

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed."

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years
from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night
and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and

to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew
and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him
(Luke 2:22-40).

THE DIVINE IRONY

Since Yeshua was the first-born son of Mary (who was of the kingly lineage of Judah),
He was not of the priestly clan of Levi (or the sub-clan of the Kohanim), so according to
the Torah He must be redeemed. His “presentation” at the Temple, intended to have the
Levites represent His avodah, then, was ironically fulfilled at the end of his life He was

killed by their deliberate counsel:

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was High Priest (Kohen Gadol) that year, said to
them, "You know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you

that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish."
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He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only,
but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.
(John 11:49-52)

The irony is that those appointed to “redeem him” as His kohanim according to the terms
of the Mosiac covenant were the very ones who made Him our Redeemer! In other
words, those who were appointed to represent Yeshua before God were the very ones

who offered Him up as a sacrifice for our sins.

by John J. Parsons 5 Hebrew4christians.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Bwheba
    /Bwhebb
    /Bwhebl
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Italic
    /HHebrew
    /Verdana
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


